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God would cause the Horns of the Sheep to grow upon him. Thia 
man was seen within these few dayes by a Minister of great repute 
for Piety, who saith, that the Man has an Horn growing out of one 
corner of his Mouth, just like that of a sheep: from which he hath 
cut seventeen Inches, and is forced to keep it tyed by a string to 
his Ear, to prevent its growing up to his eye: This Minister not 
only saw but felt this Horn, and reported it in this Family this week, 
as also a Gentleman formerly did, who was himself an eye-witness 
thereof. Surely such passages are a Demonstrative evidence that 
there is a God, who judgeth in the Earth, and who though he stay 
long, will not be mocked alwayes. 

I shall say no more concerning the MSS. only that it was 
sent over to Reverend Mr. Davenport,t by (as I suppose) 
Mr. Hartlib.2 How it came to lie dorrnient in his hands I 
know not: though I had the happiness of special Intimacy 
with that worthy Man, I do not remember that ever I heard 
him speak any thing of it. But since his Death, looking over 
his MSS's I met with this, and communicated it to other 
Ministers, who highly approved of the noble design aimed at 
therein. Soon after which, some Proposals in order to the 
reviving of this work were drawn up, and presented at a gen
eral Meeting of the Ministers in this Colony, May 12, 1681, 
which it may not be unsuitable here to recite. 

Some Proposal, concerning the Recording of lllU8triou8 Prouidencea. 

I. In Order to the promoving 3 of a design of this Nature, so 
as shall be indeed for Gods Glory, and the good of Posterity, it is 

1 John Davenport (1597-167C), one of the most eminent of the Puritan di
vines, who, after a caret r as preacher in London and in Amsterdam, came in 1637 
to New England and bf:-aml! the founder and leader ofthe New Haven theocracy. 
When at last that coloay was merged in that of Connecticut he accepted (1668) 
the call of the conservative F irst Church in Boston, and there died. 

'Samuel Hartlib (c. 1600-c. 1670), son of a Polish merchant of German 
extraction and of an E nglish mother, was born in Prussia, but spent most of his 
life in England. He is perhaps best known as the friend of Milton; but "every
body knew Hartlib." By busi ' e~s a merchant, he was deeply interested in re
ligious affairs, and had a wide correspondence with Protestant scholars through
out Christendom, laboring for their union and incidentally carrying on at London 
a sort of general news agency. Writing September 3, 1661, to Governor Win
throp of Connecticut, Hartlib sends therewith "a small packet" for Mr. Daven• 
port, to whom he "cannot wTite for the present." (Mass. Hist. Soc., Proceeding•, 
1878, p. 212.) • Promoting. 

necessary that utmost <'art' shall he taken that All. and <lnl~ Re
markable Providences be Rerorded and Puhhsht-d 

II. Such Divine Judgemt!nts, Tempt'!'lts Floods. Earth..quakes, 
Thundt-rs as are unusual, strange Appantions, or what t>wr else 
shall happen that is Pradigious, Witcherafts. Diabolical Possessions, 
Remarkable Judgements upon uoted tiinners. eminent DelivemOI't.'S, 
and Answers of Prayer. arc to be reckoned among Illustrious Provi
den<.-es. 

III. Inasmuch as we find in Scriptul't'. as well as in F.(~clesias
tical History, that the Ministers of God havE> been amproved' m 
the Recording and [)p(•lnring tht- works of the Lord; and stnt't' they 
are in diver.;; respt>Ms un(ler peC'uliar Advantages thereunto It is 
proposed, that each one in that capacity ma)' diligently enquil't' mto. 
and Re<·ord such Illustrious Providences as havP hapned, or from 
time to time shall happen, in the places whereunto they do belong: 
and .that the Witnesses of such notable Occurrents1 be like\\iBf' set 
down in Writing. 

IV. Although it be true, that this Design l!&nnot be brought 
unto Perfection in one or two yt-ars, yet it is much to be desired 
that something may be done therein out of hand, as a C!pecimen of 
a mort' large Volumn, that so this work may be set on foot, and 
Posterity may be encouraged to go on therewith. 

V. It is therefore PropoSed that the Elders may eoncurre in 
desiring some one that hath Leisure and Ability for the management 
of such an undertaking, with all convenient speed to begin there-
with. · 

VI. And that therefore other Elders do \vithout delay make 
F.nquiry concerning the Remarkable Occurrents that have formerly 
fallen out, or may fall out hereafter, where they are roncemed, and 
transmit them unto the aforesaid person, acrorrling to the Direc-
tions above specified, in order to a speedy Publication. 

VII. That Notice be given of these Proposals unto our Brethren, 
Ole Elders of the Neighbour Colonies, that so we may enjoy their 

ncurrence, and Assistance herein. 
VIII. 'When any thing of this Nature shall be ready for the 

, it appears on sundry Grounds very expedient, that it should 
read, and approved of at 90me Meeting of the Elders, before 

~.tion. 

These thingB being Read and Considered, the Author of 
Essay was desired to begin the work which is here done; 

'Made pf use of: the usual meaning of "improve" in these oarrativea. 
~ 
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and I am Engaged' to many for the Materials and Informa
tions which the following Collections do consist of. It is not 
easi<' to givP an A1·<'onnt of things, and yet no circumstantial 
rm,-t ak(!~ ntt ,,nrl \\hat shall he related. Nor dare I averr, 
that Lher«· arP norH' such in what follows. Only I have been 
careful Lo prevent them; and as to the substance of etl.<'h 
pa.-,sage. I am wPll assured 1t is according to Truth. That 
ran• a<"cidcnt about the Lightning which caused a wonderful 
chang~" m th<> Compasses of a Vessel then at Sea, was as is 
iu the Book expressed, · Page 91, 92. Only it is uncertain 
whc•th(!r t.hey were then exactly in t.he Latitude of 38. For 
ther had not tak<'n an Observation for several dayes, but the 
Mast('r of th<' Vessel affirms that to be the Latitude so near 
as they could conjecture. Since the Needle was changed by 
the Lightning, if a lesser Compass be set ov~r it, the Needle 
therein (or any other touched with the Load-stone) "ill alter 
its polarity and turn about to the South, as I have divers 
tim«~s to my great admiration experimented. There is near 
th" :\,,rihpoint a dark spot, like as if it were bwnt with a 
drop of llrirnstoue, supposed to be caused by the Lightning. 
Whf•ther the Magnetic impressions on that part of the Needle 
bt~ing dissipated by the heat of the Lightning, and the effluvia 
on the South end of the Needle only remaining untouched 
t.hcrel>v, be the true natural reason of the ma.rvelous altera
tion; or whither it ought to be ascribed to some other cause, 
tlw I ng«•nious may consider. 

There is another Remarkable Passage about Lightning 
whirh hapned at Duxborough 2 in New-England, concerning 
which 1 have lately received this following Account. 

September 11, 1653, (being the Lords Day) There were small 
drizling Showers, attended with some seldome and scarce perceiv
able rumhliug Thunders until towards the Evening; at what time 
1\Ir. ( 'nnstant Southworth of Duxbury returning home after evening 
Ex<'r(•ise, in compan~· with some Neighbours, Discoursing of some 
extraordinar~: Thunder-claps with Lightning; and the awful effects 
and rollSt.'<}Uents thereof. (being come into his own House) there 
were present in one room himself, his Wife, two Children, til. Thomas 
(lw was aften\'ards drowned) and Benjamin, (he was long after this 

•Indebted. t Duxbuey, Mauachueett&. 

killed by the Indians) with Philip Delano (a Servant,) ther<' broke 
perpendicularly over the said House and Room a most awful and 
amazing clap of Thunder, attended with a violent flash, or rather 
flame of Lightning; which brake and shivered one of the Needles of 
the Katted or Wooden Chimney, carrying divers Splinters St"Y<'ll or 
eight Rods distance from the House: it filled the Hoom with Smokf" 
and Flame. Set fire in the Thatch of a Leanto whi<'h was on the 
backside of a Room adjoyning to the former, in which the five per
sons abovementioned were. It melted some Pewter, so that it ran 
into drops on the out-side, as is often seen on Tin warr, melted 
round holes in the top of a Fire-shovel proportionable in quantity to 
a small Goose-shot; struck Mrs. Southworth.c: Arm so that it was 
for a time benummed; smote the young Child Benjamin in his 
Mothers Arms, deprived it of Breath for a space, and to the Mothers 
apprehension squeased it as flat as a Planck; smote a Dog stone-dead 
which lay within two foot of Philip Delano, the Dog never moved 
out of his place or posture, in which he was when smitten, but giving 
a small yelp, and quivering with his toes, lay still, blood issuing 
from his Nose or Mouth. It smote the said Philip, made his right 
Arm senseless for a time, together with the middle finger in special 
(of his right hand) which was benummed, and turned as white as 
Chalk or Lime, yet attended with little pain. After some few hours 
that finger began to recover its proper colour at the Knuckle, and 
so did gradually whiten unto its extremity; And although the said 
Delano felt a most violent heat upon his body, as if he had been 
scorched in the midst of a violent burning fire, yet his Clothes were 
not singed, neither had the smell of fire passed thereon. 

I could not insert this story in its proper place, because 
I received it after that Chapter about Thunder and Lightning 
was Printed. Some credible persons who have been Eye
witnesses of it, inform me, that the Lightning in that House 
at Duxborough did with the vehemency of its flame, cause 
the Bricks in the Chimney to melt like molten lead: which 
particular was as Remarkable as any of the other mentioned 
In the Narrative, and therefore I thought good here to add it. 

In this E880.y, I design no more than a Specimen; And hav
~ (by the good hand of God upon me) set this Wheel a 

11Dg, I shall leave it unto others, whom God has fitted, and 
incline thereto, to go on with the undertaking. 1 

'We aball aee how this suggestion fruited in the Memorable P~ 
tM Wondn• of his aon Cotton; and in 1694 the ~ent and Fellowa of 
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demanded why? she Reply'd, "Because Folks count me a 
Witch." He answered, "!\o Question, but he will grind it 
for you." Being then gone about six Rods from her, with a 
small Load in his Cart, suddenly the Off-wheel slump't and 
sunk down into an Hole upon plain ground, so that thP- De
ponent was forced to get help for the Recovering of the wheel. 
But stepping Back to look for the Hole which might give him 
this disaster, there was none at all to be found. Some time 
after, he was waked in the Night; but it seem'd as Light as 
Day, and he perfectly saw the shape of this Bishop in the Room, 
Troubling of him; but upon her going out, all was Dark again. 
He charg'd Bishop afterwards with it, and she deny'd it not; 
but was very angry. Quickly after, this Deponent having 
been threatned by Bishop, as he was in a dark Night going 
to the Barn, he was very suddenly taken or lifted from the 
ground, and throv.r:n against a stone wall; After that, he was 
again hoisted up and thrown down a Bank, at the end of his 
House. After this again, passing by this Bishop, his Horse 
v.-ith a small load, striving to Draw, all his Gears flew to pieces, 
and the Cart fell down; and this deponent going then to lift 
a Bag of corn, of about two Bushels, could not budge it with 
all his might. 

l\Iany other pranks of this Bishops this Deponent was 
Ready to testify. He also testify'd, that he verily Believed, 
the said Bishop was the Instrument of his., Daughter Priscilla's 
Death; of which suspicion, pregnant Reasons were assigned. 

XII. To Crown all, John Bly and William Bly Testify'd, 
That being Employ'd by Bridget Bishop, to help take 
down the Cellar-wall of the old House, wherein she for
merly Lived, they did in Holes of the said old Wall find several 
Poppets, 1 made up of Rags and Hogs Brussels, with Headless 
Pins in them, the Points being outward. Whereof she could 
give no Account unto the Court, that was Reasonable or 
Tolerable. 

XIII. One thing that made against the Prisoner was, her 
being evidently convicted of Gross Lying in the Court, several 
Times, while she was making her Plea. But besides this, a. 

1 Supposed, of course, by her accusers to be such "images" as witches were 
alleged to make of their victims, fer the sake of torturing them by proxy. (See 
above, p. 163, note 1, p. 219, 'ILlld below, ~- 440, note 1.) 
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Jury of Women found a preternatural Teat upon her Body ;1 

but upon a second search, within Three or four hours, there 
was no such thing to be seen. There was also an account of 
other people whom this woman had afflicted. And there might 
have been many more, if they had been enquired for. But 
there was no need of them. 

XIV. There was one very strange thing more, with which 
the Court was newly Entertained. As this Woman was, under 
a Guard, passing by the Great and Spacious Meeting-House 
of Salem, she gave a Look towards the House. And immedi
ately a Dremon Invisibly Entring the Meeting-house, Tore 
down a part of it; so that tho' there were no person to be seen 
there, yet the people at the Noise running in, found a Board, 
which was strongly fastned with several Nails, transported 
unto another quarter of the House. 

III. The Tryal of Susanna Marlin, 2 At the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, Held by Adjournment at Salem, June 29, 1692. 

I. Susanna Martin, pleading Not Guilty to the Indict
ment of Witchcraft brought in against her, there were pro
duced the evidences of many persons very sensibly and griev
ously Bewitched; who all com planed of the prisoner at the 
Bar, as the person whom they Believed the cause of their 
Miseries. And now, as well as in the other Trials, there was 
an extraordinary endeavour by Witchcrafts, with Cruel and 
Frequent Fits, to hinder the poor sufferers from giving in 
their complaints; which the Court was forced with much 
patience to obtain, by much waiting and watching for it. 

II. There was now also an Account given, of what passed 
at her first examination before the Magistrates. The cast of 
her eye then striking the Affiicted People to the ground, 
whether they saw that Cast or no; there were these among 
other passages between the Magistrates and the Examinate. 

Magistrate. Pray, what ails these People? 
Martin. I don't know. 

1 See below, p. 436, and note 1. 
2 Of Amesbury. She too had been long accused. For the trial records see 

&cord8 of Salem Witchcraft, I. 193-233. She was executed on July 19. 
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Magistrate. But what do you think ails them? 
Martin. I don't desire to spend my Judgment upon it. 
Magistrate. Don't you think they are Bewitch'd? 
Martin. No, I do not think they are. 
Magistrate. Tell us your thoughts about them then. 
Martin. No, my thoughts are my own when they are in, 

but when they are out, they are anothers. Their Mastel'-
Magistrate. Their Master? who do you think is their 

Master? 
Martin. If they be dealing in the Black Art, you may 

know as well as I. 
Mag-istrate. Well, what have you done towards this? 
Martin. Nothing at all. 
Magistrate. Why, tis you or your Appearance. 
Martin. I cannot help it. 
Magistrate. Is it not Your Master? How comes your 

Appearance to hurt these? 
Martin. How do I know? He that appeared in the shape 

of Samuel, a Glorify' d Saint, may Appear in any ones shape. 
It was then also noted in her, as in others like her, that if 

the Afflicted went to approach her, they were flung down to 
the Ground. And, when she was asked the Reason of it, she 
said, "I cannot tell; it may be, the Devil bears me more 
Malice than another." 

III. The Court accounted themselves Alarum'd by these 
things, to Enquire further into the Conversation of the Pris
oner; and see what there might occur, to render these Accusa
tions further credible. Whereupon, John Allen, of Salisbury, 
testify'd, That he refusing, because of the weakness of his 
Oxen, to Cart some Staves, at the request of this Martin, she 
was displeased at it; and said, "It had been as good that he 
had; for his Oxen should never do him much more Service." 
Whereupon this Deponent said, " Dost thou threaten me, thou 
old Witch? I'l throw thee into the Brook": Which to avoid, 
she flew over the Bridge, and escaped. But, as he was going 
home, one of his Oxen Tired, so that he was forced to Unyoke 
him, that he might get him home. He then put his Oxen, 
with many more, upon Salisbury Beach, where Cattle did use 
to get Flesh. In a few days, all the Oxen upon the Beach 
were found by their Tracks, to have run unto the mouth of 
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Merrimack-River, and not returned; but the next day they 
were found come ashore upon Plum-Island. They that sought 
them used all imaginable gentleness, but they would still run 
away with a violence that seemed wholly Diabolical, till they 
came near the mouth of Merrimack-River; when they ran 
right into the Sea, swimming as far as they could be seen. 
One of them then swam back again, with a swiftness amazing 
to the Beholders, who stood ready to receive him, and help 
up his Tired Carcass: But the Beast ran furiously up into the 
Island, and from thence, through the Marishes, up into New
bury Town, and so up into the Woods; and there after a 
while found near Amesbury. So that, of Fourteen good Oxen, 
there was only this saved: the rest were all cast up, some in 
one place, and some in another, Drowned. 

IV. John Atkinson Testify'd, That he Exchanged a Cow 
with a Son of Susanna Martins, whereat she muttered, and 
was unwilling he should have it. Going to Receive this Cow, 
tho' he Hamstring'd her, and Halter'd her, she of a Tame 
Creature grew so mad, that they could scarce get her along. 
She broke all the Ropes that were fastned unto her, and though 
she were Ty'd fast unto a Tree, yet she made her Escape, and 
gave them such further Trouble, as they could ascribe to no 
lcause but Witchcraft. 
· V. Bernard Peache testify'd, That being in Bed on a 
Lords-day Night, he heard a scrabbling at the Window, whereat 
he then saw Susanna Martin come in, and jump down upon the 
Floor. She took hold of this Deponents Feet, and drawing his 
Body up into an Heap, she lay upon him near Two Hours; in 
all which time he could neither speak nor stirr. At length, 
when he could begin to move, he laid hold on her Hand, and 
pulling it up to his mouth, he bit three of her Fingers, as he 
judged, unto the Bone. Whereupon she went from the Cham
ber, down the Stairs, out at the Door. This Deponent there
upon called unto the people of the House, to advise them of 
what passed; and he himself did follow her. The people saw 
her not; but there being a Bucket at the Left-hand of the 
Door, there was a drop of Blood found on it; and several more 
drops of Blood upon the Snow newly fallen abroad. There 
was likewise the print of her two Feet just without the Thresh-
old; but no more sign of any Footing further off. 



232 NARRATIVES OF THE WITCHCRAFT CASES [1692 

At another time this Deponent was desired by the Prisoner, 
to come unto an Husking of Corn, at her House; and she said, 
If he did not come, 1t were better that he did! He went not; 
but the Night following, Susanna Martin, as he judged, and 
another came towards him. One of them said, "Here he is!" 
but he having a Quarter-staff, made a Blow at them. The 
Roof of the Barn broke his I3low; but following them to the 
Window, he made another Blow at them, and struck them 
down; yet they got up, and got out, and he saw no more of 
them. 

About this time, there was a Rumour about the Town, that 
Martin had a Broken Head; but the Deponent could say 
nothing to that. 

The said Peache also testify'd the Bewitching of Cattle to 
Death, upon .Martin's Discontents. 

·vi. Robert Downer testifyed, That this Prisoner being 
some years ago prosecuted at Court for a Witch,t he then 
said unto her, He believed she was a \Vitch. Whereat she 
being dissatisfied, said, That some Shee-DeYil would Shortly 
fetch him a•.vay! Which words were heard by others, as well 
as himself. The Night following, as he lay in his Bed, there 
came in at the Window the likeness of a Cat, which Flew upon 
him, took fast hold of his Throat, lay on him a considerable 
while, and almost killed him. At length he remembred what 
Susanna Martin had threatned the Day before; and with 
much striving he cryed out, "Avoid, thou Shee-Devil! In the 
N arne of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, A void!" 
Whereupon it left him, leap'd on the Floor, and Flew out at the 
Window. 

And there also came in several Testimonies, that before 
ever Downer spoke a word of this Accident, Susanna Martin 
and her Family had related, How this Downer had been 
Handled! 

VII. John Kembal testifyed, that Susanna Martin, upon 
a Causeless Disgust, had threatned him, about a certain Cow 
of his, That she should never do him any more Good: and it 

1 In 1669. She was then bound over to the Superior Court, but was dis
charged without trial. (Hutchinson, Ilwtory of MM8achusett8, II., ch. 1., as 
published from an earlier draft, with notes by W. F. Poole, inN. E. HUt. and 
Gen. Regi8ter, XXIV.) 
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carne to pass accordingly. For soon after the Cow was found 
stark Dead on the dry Ground, without any Distemper to be 
discerned upon her. Upon which he was followed with a 
strange Death upon more of his Cattle, whereof he lost in 
One Spring to the value of Thirty Pounds. But the said John 
Kembal had a further Testimony to give in against the Pris
oner which was truly admirable. 

Being desirous to furnish himself with a Dog, he applied 
himself to buy one of this Martin, who had a Bitch with Whelps 
in her House. But she not letting him have his Choice, he 
said, he would supply himself then at one Blezdels. Having 
mark' d a puppy which he lik' d at Blezdels, he met George 
Martin, the Husband of the prisoner, going by, who asked 
him, Whether he would not have one of his Wives PPppies? 
and he answered, No. The same Day, one Edmund Eliot, 
being at Martins House, heard George Martin relate, where 
this Kembal had been, and what he had said. Whereupon 
Susanna Martin replyed, "If I live, I'll give him Puppies 
~nought" Within a few Dayes after, this Kembal coming 
~ut of the \Voods, there arose a little Black Cloud in the N.W. 
and Kembal immediately felt a Force upon him, which made 
him not able to avoid running upon the stumps of Trees, that 
were before him, albeit he had a broad, plain Cart way, before 
him; but tho' he had his Ax also on his Shoulder to endanger 
him in his Falls, he could not forbear going out of his way to 
tumble over them. When he came below the 1\feeting-House, 
there appeared unto him a little thing like a Puppy, of a Dark
ish Colour; and it shot backwards and forwards between his 
Legs. He had the Courage to use all possible Endeavours 
of Cutting it with his Ax; but he could not Hit it; the Puppy 
gave a jump from him, and went, as to him it seem'd, into the 
Ground. Going a little further, there appeared unto him a 
Black Puppy, somewhat bigger than the first, but as Black 
as a Cole. Its motions were quicker than those of his Ax; 
it Flew at his Belly, and away; then at his Throat; so, over his 
Shoulder one way, and then over his Shoulder another way. 
His heart now began to fail him, and he thought the Dog 
would have Tore his Throat out. But he recovered himself, 
and called upon God in his Distress; and Naming the N arne of 
Jesus Christ, it Vanished away at once. The Deponent Spoke 
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not one Word of these Accidents, for fear of affrighting his 
wife. But the next Morning, Edmond Eliot going into Mar
tins House, this woman askeu him where Kembal was? He 
Replyed, At home, a bed, for ought he knew. She returned, 
"They say, he was frighted last Night." Eliot asked, "With 
what?" She answered, "With Puppies." Eliot asked, ·where 
she heard of it, for he had heard nothing of it? She rejoined, 
"About the Town." Altho' Kembal had mentioned the 
Matter to no Creature Living. 

VIII. William Brown testify'd, that Heaven having 
blessed him with a most Pious and prudent wife, this wife of 
his one day mett with Susanna Martin; but when she ap
proch'd just unto her, Martin vanished out of sight, and left 
her extremely affrighted. Mtcr which time, the said Martin 
often appear'd unto her, giving her no little trouble; and 
when she did come, she was visited with Birds that sorely 
peck't and Prick'd her; and sometimes a Bunch, like a pullets 
egg, would Rise in her throat, ready to Choak her, till she cry'd 
out, "Witch, you shan't choak me!" . While this good Woman 
was in this Extremity, the Church appointed a Day of Prayer, 
on her behalf; whereupon her Trouble ceas'd; she saw not 
Martin as formerly; and the Church, .instead of their Fast, 
gave Thanks for her Deliverance. But a considerable while 
after, she being Summoned to give in some Evidence at the 
Court, against this Martin, quickly thereupon this Martin 
came behind her, while she was milking her Cow, and said 
unto her, "For thy defaming me at Court, I'l make thee the 
miserablest Creature in the World." Soon after which, she 
fell into a strange kind of Distemper, and became horribly 
Frantick, and uncapable of any Reasonable Action; the 
Physicians declaring, that her Distemper was preternatural, 
and that some Devil had certainly Bewitched her; and in that 
Condition she now remained. 

IX. Sarah Atkinson testify'd, That Susanna Martin came 
from Amesbury to their House at Newbury, in an extraordinary 
Season, when it was not fit for any one to Travel. She came 
(as she said unto Atkinson) all that long way on Foot. She 
brag' d and show' d how dry she was; nor could it be perceived 
that so much as the Soles of her Shoes were wet. Atkinson 
was amazed at it; and professed, that she should her self have 
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been wet up to the knees, if she had then came so far; but 
Martin reply'd, She scorn'd to be Drabbled! It was noted, 
that this Testimony upon her Trial cast her in a very singular 
Confusion. 

X. John Pressy testify'd, That being one Evening very 
unaccountably Bewildred, near a field of Martins, and several 
times, as one under an Enchantment, returning to the place 
he had left, at length he saw a marvellous Light, &bout the 
Bigness of an Half-Bushel, near two Rod out of the way. 
He went, and struck at it with a Stick, and laid it on with all 
his might. He gave it near forty blows; and felt it a palpable 
substance. But going from it, his Heels were struck up, and 
he was laid with his Back on the Ground, Sliding, as he thought, 
into a Pit; from whence he recover'd, by taking hold on the 
Bush; altho' afterwards he could find no such Pit in the place. 
Having, after his Recovery, gone five or six Rod, he saw Su
sanna Martin standing on his Left-hand, as the Light had done 
before; but they changed no words with one another. He 
could scarce find his House in his Return; but at length he 
got home, extreamly affrighted. The next day, it was upon 
Enquiry understood, that Martin was in a miserable condi
tion by pains and hurts that were upon her. 

It was further testify'd by this Deponent, That after he 
had given in some Evidence against Susanna Martin, many 
years ago, she gave him foul words about it; and said, He should 
never prosper more; particularly, That he should never have 
more than two Cows; that tho' he were never so likely to have 
more, yet he should never have them. And that from that 
very Day to this, namely for Twenty Years together, he could 
never exceed that Number; but some strange thing or other 
still prevented his having of any more. 

XI. Jervis Ring testifyed, that about seven years ago, 
he was oftentimes and grievously Oppressed in the Night, 
but saw not who Troubled him, until at last he, Lying per
fectly Awake, plainly saw Susanna Martin approach him. 
She came to him, and forceably Bit him by the Finger; so that 
the Print of the Bite is now so long after to be seen upon him. 

XII. But besides all of these Evidences, there was a 
most wonderful Account of one Joseph Ring, produced on 
this Occasion. 
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This man has been strangely carried about by Dremons, 
from one Witch-Meeting to another, for near two years to
&ether; and for one Quarter of this Time, they have made 
him and kept him Dumb, tho' he is now again able to speak. 
There was one T. H. 1 who having, as tis judged, a Design of 
engaging this Joseph Ring in a Snare of Devillism, contrived 
a wile, to bring this Ring two Shillings in Debt unto him. 

Afterwards, this poor man would be visited with unknown 
~hapes, and this T. H. sometimes among them; which would 
force him away with them, unto unknown Places, where he 
saw meetings, Feastings, Dancings; and after his Return, 
wherein they hurried him along thro' the Air, he gave Demon
strations to the Neighbours, that he had indeed been so trans
ported. 'Vhen he was brought unto these Hellish meetings, 
one of the First things they still 2 did unto him, was to give 
him a knock on the Back, whereupon he was ever as if Bound 
"'ith Chains, uncapable of Stirring out of the place, till they 
should Release him. He related, that there often came to 
him a man, who presented him a Book, whereto he would have 
him set his Hand; promising to him, that he should then have 
even what he would; and presenting him with all the Delecta
ble Things, persons, and places, that he could imagine. But 
he refusing to subscribe, the business would end with dreadful 
Shapes, Noises and Screeches, which almost scared him out 
of his witts. Once with the Book, there was a Pen offered 
him, and an Inkhorn with Liquor in it, that seemed like Blood: 
but he never toucht it. 

This man did now affirm, that he saw the Prisoner at 
several of those Hellish Randezvouzes. 

Note, This 'Voman was one of the most Impudent, Scur
rilous, wicked creatures in the world; and she did now through
out her whole Trial discover herself to be such an one. Yet 
when she was asked, what she had to say for her self? her 
Cheef Plea was, That she had Led a most virtuous and Holy 
Life! 

1 Thomas Hardy, of Great Island, near Portsmouth. See Recorda, I. 216. 
1 Always. 
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IV. The Trial of Elizabeth How, 1 at the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, Held by Adjournment at Salem, June 30, 1692. 

I. Elizabeth How pleading Not Guilty to the Indictment 
of Witchcrafts, then charged upon her, the Court, according 
to the usual proceeding of the Courts in England, in such Cases, 
began with hearing the · Depositions of Several Afflicted People, 
who were grievously Tortured by sensible and evident Witch· 
crafts, and all complained of the Prisoner, as the cause of their 
Trouble. It was also found that the Sufferers were not able 
to bear her Look, as likewise, that in their greatest Swoons, 
they distinguished her Touch from other peoples, being thereby 
raised out of them. 

And there was other Testimony of people to whom the 
shape of this How gave trouble Nine or Ten years ago. 

II. It has been a most usual thing for the Bewitched per
sons, at the same time that the Spectres representing the 
Witches Troubled them, to be visited with Apparitions of 
Ghosts, pretending to have bin Murdered by the Witches then 
represented. And sometimes the confessions of the witches 
afterwards acknowledged those very Murders, which these 
-Apparitions charged upon them; altho' they had never heard 
what Informations had been given by the Sufferers. 

There were such Apparitions of Ghosts testified by some of 
the present Sufferers, and the Ghosts affirmed that this How 
had Murdered them: which things were Fear'd but not prov'd. 

III. This How had made some Attempts of Joyning to 
the Church, at Ipswich, several years ago; but she was deny'd 
an Admission into that Holy Society, partly through a sus
picion of witchcraft, then urged against her. And there now 
came in Testimony, of Preternatural Mischiefs, presently be
falling some that had been Instrumental to Debar her from 
the Communion, whereupon she was Intruding. 

1 Of Ipswich. For the touching story of her trial and of the loyalty of her 
blind husband and her daughters, see especially Upham, Salem Witchcraft, II. 
216-223, and, in the Historical CoUeclwM of the Topsfield Historical Society, 
XIII. (1908), the study on "Topsfield in the Witchcraft Delusion," by Mrs. 
Towne and Miss Clark. In the same volume (pp. 107-126) Mr. G. F. Dow has 
published the records of her ca:;e more completely than has Woodward in Recordl 
of Salem Witchcraft (II. 69--94). She was executed on JW¥ 19. 
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